
ENGLISH
Reading and Phonics 

IMPLEMENTATION



English Implementation

At Barrow Primary we believe that a quality English curriculum should develop children’s love of reading and writing. We have an
ambitious, fulfilling and rewarding English curriculum that provides many purposeful opportunities for reading and writing.
Our English curriculum is taught using CUSP (Curriculum by  Unity Schools Partnership) resources and further information about the 
curriculum can be accessed at https://www.unity-curriculum.co.uk/clusp/.
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• Better cohesion 
• Focus on vocabulary 
• Long term learning
• Quality modelling
• Improved subject knowledge
• Depth teaching 

• Meaningful connections
•Ensures depth, breadth and excellence in the diet for every pupil. 
•Provides teachers wit the tools to do the job so that they can concentrate on teaching. 
•Create a shared identity built on evidence that works. 

Our curriculum is based on evidence to provide a rigorous and meaningful English curriculum to all children at Barrow Primary
School . 

• It is rooted in cognitive Science principles of CUSP. 
•It has spaced practice for retention. 
•It is based on English Mastery (EEF)
•Allows children to develop prosody – Prof. Tim Rasinski & Herts for Learning impact study,
•Multi- faceted approach to vocabulary instruction
•Domain –led proportionate practice- test frameworks. 

https://www.unity-curriculum.co.uk/clusp/
https://www.unity-curriculum.co.uk/clusp/
https://www.unity-curriculum.co.uk/clusp/


Reading 



In Key stage 2 children have a reading 
and writing lesson daily, as with Key 
stage 1 some are linked to a foundation 
subjects.  The lesson are taught in 
sequence, building on from previous 
learning. 

Teaching timetable for reading 

In keystage 1 children have 2 reading lessons a week based on a high quality text, they then 

have 2 writing lessons a week too. Some weeks are linkied to a foundation subject, others are 

stand alone. Alongisde English is a 25 minute daily phonic lesson for all of Keystage 1. 

In Key stage 2 children have a reading and writing lesson daily, as with Key stage 1 some are 

linked to a foundation subjects.  The lesson are taught in sequence, building on from previous 

learning. 

KS1 Day 1 Day 2 week 2 Day 1 Day 2

Week 1 -Reading fluency

-Explicit 

vocabulary 

instruction

-Summarising/ 

predicting 

-Reading fluency

-Explicit 

vocabulary 

instruction

-Retrieval 

sequencing 

-Reading fluency

-Explicit vocabulary 

instruction

-Inference 

-Reading fluency

-Explicit vocabulary 

instruction

-Personal response/ 

understanding themes. 

Daily Phonics Teaching 
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Knowledge 
Organisers and 
Knowledge Notes

Accompanying each lesson 

is a Knowledge Organiser 

which contains key 

vocabulary, information 

and concepts which all  

pupils are expected to 

understand and retain. 

Knowledge notes are the 

elaboration and detail to 

help pupils acquire the  

content of each text type. 

They support vocabulary 

and concept acquisition 

through a well-structured 

sequence that is  

cumulative.

Each learning note 

is adapted 

through securing 

and advancing. 
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25-01-24

Securing 

Advancing



A Key stage 1 reading lesson Year 2
During the lesson a model text 
or a story/ non fiction book is 
read alongside children. 
These fluency exercises include 
echo reading, modelled 
reading or paired reading. 

This is an example of a Year 2 
reading lesson. 
Explanation of the skill taught
Examples alongside the 
teacher
Attempt a question with adult 
feedback
Apply / Challenge 
independent application of the 
skill taught during the lesson. 
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A Key stage 2 reading lesson Year 4

During the lesson a model text or 
a story/ non fiction book is read 
alongside children. 
These fluency exercises include 
echo reading, modelled reading or 
paired reading.

This is an example of a Year 4 
reading lesson. 
Explanation of the skill taught
Examples alongside the teacher
Attempt a question with adult 
feedback
Apply / Challenge independent 
application of the skill taught during 
the lesson. 
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English and Foundation Subjects. 

Reading
In our foundation curriculum we encourage pupils to access high quality texts to support their learning and develop 

their skills in  accessing information from a range of sources. Teachers model reading a range of cross curricular 

texts and pupils spend time partner  reading or reading independently to acquire knowledge or deepen their 

understanding.

Vocabulary
Vocabulary forms a key part of our wider curriculum. Subject specific Tier 2 and Tier 

3  words are incorporated in each module and pupils are encouraged to develop their 

own  ‘Vital Vocabulary’ lists along with dual coding to expand their foundation 

vocabulary  repertoire.

Oracy
When discussing their findings or presenting information, pupils are encouraged to 

speak  using full sentences and incorporating the key subject vocabulary. 

Writing
Pupils are encouraged to write across all areas of the curriculum and teachers model how to write purposefully in 

each  subject using key structures and vocabulary. Pupils are encouraged to use their curriculum books as 

reference  books, using previous work, knowledge organisers and knowledge notes.
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Reading for Pleasure 
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is stocked with new up to date, relevant books both fiction and non fiction. The 
selection of books provide  quality reading material to enthuse and develop 
independent and enthusiastic readers who love reading.

Reading raffle for Years 1-6

The Library was recently restocked after raising £2000 as a school for books, by 
carrying out a sponsored read.

Throughout the year we also hold holiday reading challenges, invite in local authors 
and poets and encourage children to read to each other and other classes through 
paired reading and discovery cafes.

Each class has a story time for 15 minutes timetabled at the end of the day to 
continue to develop reading for pleasure and a love of books.

We have recently launched a half termly reading recommendation
newsletter to share with pupils and parents to share staff recommendations.



Reading for Pleasure 
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teachers and children try to get through as many books for their year group as 

possible.

Curriculum visions online books to deepen knowledge in foundation subjects 

and to aid our curriculum.

Our ‘Friends of Barrow’ are fundraising for a new reading shed for 2024 to 

give children to opportunity to read at lunchtime.

Discovery café book tasting planned Autumn term

Reading recommendations in the library

New books using DFE recommendations

Reading recommendations books brown books to share with the class.

Taking children to Waterstones to pick new texts

Librarians – Year 6- tidy the library, help with recommendations.

KS2 taught to use the library system

Book swap half termly .

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/


We have collated these grids so that teachers are aware of the 
sensitive content that may arise, whilst also having the opportunity to 
respond to events that are relevant to their contexts and cohorts. 
Only texts which specifically raise issues are listed on this document.

IMPLEMENTATION



Continuous Professional Development

All staff have undergone CPD in Cognitive Load Theory, Spaced Practice Retrieval Theory and planning the wider 

curriculum  which has supported the development of a modular wider curriculum.

In addition, staff have been trained in the Theory of Reading which emphasises the importance of teaching reading 

across all  subjects and how to teach vocabulary – including etymology and morphology.

Teachers are encouraged to develop their subject knowledge by accessing resources and disseminating good practice 

in  school.
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There is an on demand online CPD library, to allow teachers to deepen 
their understanding in various aspects of our English curriculum.  



Early years books used in story time to 

link with our Barrow Big Ideas 



Author of the half term- display updated and books changed 

half termly. 



Author of the half term- display updated and books changed 

half termly. 



Phonics 
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How Phonics is taught daily 

Our daily phonics lessons in EYFS and Key Stage One, all follow a

similar structure ensuring good consistency in teaching strategies across

the school:

1. Revisit: Previously taught graphemes and phonemes/words are

practised; the teacher may use flashcards, ask the children to write the

graphemes or whole words on whiteboards/outside with chalk/in the air or

play bingo to recap these.

2. Teach: A new phoneme, grapheme or spelling rule is introduced.

Teachers model the new phoneme/grapheme/word/rule and explain what

the children need to know.

3. Practise: The children will have a go at using the new

phoneme/grapheme/spelling rule. This part of the lesson should be as

active as possible and provide opportunities for children to talk about

what they are learning. Children will also be encouraged to practice skills

of blending and segmenting.

4. Apply and assess: Children will be given an opportunity to

demonstrate whether or not they have understood what they have been

taught; they may have to use what they have learnt to read a

sentence/question or write a word/sentence down (dictation)



There is a clear structure and sequence to the

teaching of phonics. It is taught systematically in

response to ongoing assessments and the needs of

individual children.

Phonics teaching follows a six level programme,

starting at EYFS and continuing through KS1. A

Phonics overview document is used consistently

throughout EYFS and KS1, specifying when children

are taught each phase.
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Phonics sessions are taught daily through ‘Twinkl phonics’

which is a systematic, synthetic phonics programme which

meets the national curriculum expectations in grapheme-

phoneme correspondence and word reading. This ensures

that systematic synthetic phonics is the prime approach to

decoding print.

Phonics lessons include opportunities for the children to

revisit previous learning, as well as practice and apply new

learning. For additional reinforcement and for those falling

behind, we signpost parents to the phonics classroom on

Google Classroom which contains a series of phonics

videos and lessons. Phonics websites are also signposted

which provide opportunities for reinforcement and model

correct enunciation of sounds.



In Early Years and Year 1 
each GPS has a picture 
associated with it, with an 
action and song 
alongside. 
This information is shared 
with parents  weekly in 
EYFS. 



Each phonics lesson has an 
accompanying powerpoint/ 
activity. 
The powerpoints follow the 
revisit and review, teach and 
apply sequence. 
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