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Music - Implementation

At Barrow Primary School, Music is taught across each year group in units using Oak Academy,  that enable 

pupils to study in depth the key skills, understanding and vocabulary. Each unit aims to activate and build on 

prior learning, to ensure better cognition and retention. Each unit is carefully sequenced to allow for prior  

learning to be built upon and skills to be practiced and advanced.

The Oak Academy Scheme provides teachers with week-by-week lesson support for each year group  in the 

school. It is ideal for specialist and non-specialist teachers and provides lesson plans, assessment, clear  

progression, and engaging and exciting whiteboard resources to support every lesson. The Scheme supports 

all  the requirements of the national curriculum.

In line with the curriculum for music and guidance from Ofsted, this Scheme moves away from the previous 

levels  and learning objective/outcome concepts to an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led 

approach to  musical learning.

Ofsted have stated that “We will not always know the learning outcomes” so segregated learning objectives at  

the start of each lesson are not appropriate. Instead the interrelated dimensions of music weave through the 

units  to encourage the development of musical skills as the learning progresses through listening and 

appraising,  differing musical activities (including creating and exploring) and performing.

Each Unit of Work comprises the of strands of musical learning which correspond with the national curriculum 

for  music combining a range of musical activities and games.

∙ Listening and Appraising

∙ Singing

∙ Playing instruments

∙ Improvisation

∙ Composition

∙ Performing

∙ Inter-related dimensions of music

All lessons enable pupils to explore their own response to music. Pupils are encouraged to discuss and share their ideas 

using  the key music vocabulary, for example e.g. how the composer has used dynamics and tempo to create mood or

atmosphere and it’s effect on the listener/audience.
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Music - Implementation

Timetabling

Music is taught weekly using the Oak Academy
IM

P
L
E

M
E

N
T

A
T

IO
N



Music - Implementation

Planning

All modules have a sequenced overview outlining each lesson, with the main learning activity and objective to be  

achieved during that lesson. Kapow provide teacher videos, and detailed lesson plans and resources to support 

teacher’s  subject knowledge and confidence when teaching a new art skill. Within lesson plans are key vocabulary 

and questions, to  encourage discussion and use of the correct artitisic temroniology. These are used for partner 

and class disucssions.

An example of Year 3 Autumn 1 Medium Term Foundation Subject Planning, including Music
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An example of planning for Year 1
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An example of planning for Year 2
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An example of planning for Year 3
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An example of planning for Year 4
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An example of planning for Year 5
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An example of planning for Year 6
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Threads
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What are threads?

We use threads to signpost groups of units that link to one another, that together build a common 

body of knowledge over time. We use the term thread, rather than vertical concepts, themes or big 

ideas, because it helps us bring to mind the visual concept of a thread weaving through the 

curriculum.



Music - Implementation

Cross Curricular Links

Music features across the curriculum in a variety of ways, from number songs in maths, grammar songs in 

English to the process of digestion in Science which are fun and powerful tools in supporting cognition to PSHE 

songs and music which build upon key values and promote, reflection, discussion and collective identity through 

group singing and  performance.

Within units of work, as appropriate, music is used to support and deepening knowledge and understanding e.g. 

listening  to French musical artists in MFL to listening to and creating dances to traditional Kenya Music (Geography 

Year 2).

We also have a weekly music assembly led by our music subject leader, Julia Rance.  These are an extension of 

music lessons in class, as well as learning new songs, focus is given to instrument playing across the school, 

learning about composers and genres of music as well as a key focus on vocabulary to embed the learning from 

lessons. In these assemblies the interrelated elements of  music are reinforced encouraging students to use their 

voices and physicality to explore tone, dynamics, harmony,  tempo etc. to produce vocal performances.  Also 

included in weekly music assemblys is the chance for classes and children to showcase their learning of music 

from lessons during the week.  This is a perfect opportunity to perform in front of the school.

Additionally, music is used in and alongside lessons, transition times and during creative subjects in particular.  

This helps inspire and uplift the children, as well as complementing the Zones of Regulation that the children use.  

Examples of this are that children may arrive on site to uplifting and inspiring music ready to set the tone for the 

day ahead, transition to classical music  reinforcing calm and focused transitions and end the day with reflective 

music or ‘wake and shake’ to songs and music.

Extra-Curricular Music

Students across the school can participate in a range of peripatetic lessons to learn a variety of instruments, 

such as drums, keyboard, guitar or voice etc.  These are led by a music specialist and through monitoring by 

the subject leader, we have seen the incredible impact these lessons are having on our pupils.

We have a variety of after school clubs, led by our teaching staff.  These vary per term but have included 

many music specialisms such as recorder, ocarina, Boomwhackers and handbells, to name a few.

We have a yearly Barrow’s Got Talent which also allows children to showcase their musical expertise to the 

school.
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Music - Implementation

Continuous Professional Development

All staff have undergone CPD in Cognitive Load Theory, Spaced Practice Retrieval Theory and planning the 

wider  curriculum which has supported the development of a modular wider curriculum.

In addition, staff have been trained in the Theory of Reading which emphasises the importance of teaching 

reading  across all subjects and how to teach vocabulary – including etymology and morphology.

More recently, staff are undergoing training on Meta-cognition.

Trust wide music leader’s meetings allow art subject leaders to share good practise with other leaders and 

feedback on  ideas and possible improvements to their own school leadership of music.
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Greater Depth in Music - EYFS
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Greater Depth in Music – Year 1
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Greater Depth in Music – Year 2
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Greater Depth in Music – Year 3
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Greater Depth in Music – Year 4
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Greater Depth in Music – Year 5
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Greater Depth in Music – Year 6
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Assessment

Computing is assessed at the end of each unit (half termly). Each class has a whole-class evidence book which gives a 
selection of examples of pupils work. Pupils work is also saved on a shared drive for individual classes (work-in-
progress).

Teachers will assess each child against our assessment criteria (below) using our whole-school assessment system 
‘Insight’.

The children are scored on a scale from 0-3
0- Taught but not understood
1- Some evidence but not yet secure
2- Objective secure
3- Working at Greater Depth
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Assessment continued...
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