
BELIEFS & VALUES
IMPLEMENTATION



Beliefs and Values(Religious Education )- Implementation

Planning - long and medium term

Modular Approach - the upwards spiral
LONG TERM
At Barrow CEVC Primary School, Beliefs and Values (R.E.) is taught across each year group in half termly 
modules that enable pupils to study in depth  key understanding, skills and vocabulary. Each module aims 
to activate and build upon prior learning, including EYFS, to ensure better cognition and retention. Each 
module is carefully sequenced to enable pupils to purposefully layer learning  from previous sessions to 
facilitate the acquisition and retention of key subject-specific knowledge. Each module is revisited either  
later in the year or in the following year to ensure pupils retain key knowledge and information.

MEDIUM TERM

The medium planning format is being brought into line with the other Unity planning formats to ensure 
consistency of approach (this has begun with KS2 and working down during the school). Each has a 
knowledge organiser, glossary, subject knowledge for teachers notes, key questions for assessment and 
then 6 individual lessons. 



NEW 2023! ‘The BIG QUESTIONS’ which connect groups of units to 
encourage comparison more complex connections between 
concepts.
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KS1 Enquiry Cycle Progression
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KS2 Enquiry Cycle Progression
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The key questions from 
each lesson are collected 
in order to inform the 
end of unit assessment 
quiz. 

This is a factual quiz 
which sits alongside 
other assessment tools 
such as Solo Taxonomy 
and ‘show what you 
know’ to capture a 
picture of what children 
have understood and 
retained. 







Knowledge bookmarks

Learning bookmarks are used in each 
session, in line with the Unity Curriculum 
approach.

These have the BIG question, the key 
learning questions, some key information 
to draw from and prominent ‘golden’ 
vocabulary.

The idea is for the children to interact 
with these documents as something that 
supports their learning and aids their 
recall and revision of a topic. 



RE and Literacy
Reading
In our RE curriculum we encourage pupils to access high quality texts to support their learning and develop their skills in  accessing 
information from a range of sources. We can access a variety of texts through Curriculum Visions.

Vocabulary
Vocabulary forms a key part of our wider curriculum. Subject specific Tier 2 and Tier 3 words are incorporated in each  module and KS2 have 
glossaries they populate over the half term. Pupils are encouraged to develop their own key vocabulary lists along with the correct definitions in 
order to secure  and continually apply these within their learning. Using an approach that enables learners to understand what drives people  of faith 
to live the way they do, builds each child’s ‘religious literacy’. This helps them to understand the nature of religion  and belief in the world in which 
they live. 

Oracy
When discussing their findings or presenting information, pupils are encouraged to speak using full sentences and  incorporating the key vocabulary. 

Writing
Pupils are encouraged to write across all areas of the curriculum and teachers model how to write purposefully in each  subject using key 
structures and vocabulary drawn from their knowledge bookmarks. Pupils are encouraged to use their curriculum books as reference books, using  
previous work, reviewing and revising often 



Continuous Professional Development

Teachers are encouraged to develop their subject knowledge by accessing 

resources in school including support from the subject leader and local 

Diocesean staff.

Staff meetings and book looks take place systematically in order to pick up any 

problems or inconsistencies in teaching and their tailor CPD accordingly. 

Each year group has a digital document with the long-term plans for all year 

groups, so they are aware of the prior knowledge from  previous years and how 

this informs future learning. 
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