
ENGLISH
INTENT

Writing & SPaG



English – Curriculum Statement 

At Barrow Primary we believe that a quality English curriculum should develop 
children’s love of reading and writing. We have an ambitious, fulfilling and rewarding 
English curriculum that provides many purposeful opportunities for reading and 
writing.
Our English curriculum is taught using CUSP (Curriculum by  Unity Schools Partnership) 
resources and further information about the curriculum can be accessed at 
https://www.unity-curriculum.co.uk/clusp/
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Writing

Our CLUSP Writing curriculum draws on taught content from CUSP History, 

Geography and Science and from the depth study of core texts from the 

literature spine. Expert subject knowledge is carefully woven into each 

Writing module which gives teachers the opportunity to teach and rehearse 

key knowledge and skills before applying this learning to meaningful 

extended outcomes. The careful architecture of this curriculum ensures that 

pupils build on prior learning and maximise purposeful curriculum 

connections to become writers for life.  Within the CUSP curriculum, 

punctuation and grammar is taught both directly and discreetly with pupils 

receiving SPaG lessons throughout the week. Vocabulary is taught alongside 

with direct and explicit teaching of Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary. 

Handwriting is taught using the programme, Letter-Join. Pupils learn pre-

cursive handwriting in Year 1 moving to cursive handwriting in Year 2. In Key 

Stage 2, pupils continue to develop their speed, fluency and presentation of 

handwriting. Handwriting lines are used in Year 2 and 3 to help with 

presentation and for those children in KS2 who need additional help. 



Early Years  
In EYFS, children are encouraged to develop gross and fine motor skills which 
support writing development.  Children access gross motor activities on a daily 
basis, through continuous, enhanced and adult led provision.  Children participate 
in daily “Funky Fingers” Activities and weekly “Dough Disco” sessions, both of 
which encourage and develop fine motor dexterity and strength.  Mark making is 
encouraged right from the start of Reception year and children are exposed to a 
wide variety of mark making techniques. We encourage children to talk about the 
marks they make in order to realise that marks have meaning. 
Mark making will be embedded in our provision through activities, such as writing 
in role play areas and mark making in tactile substances (e.g. sand, glitter, gloop)  
Through this, children begin to realise the marks they make carry meaning and 
that they always mean the same thing.  
Children are taught daily phonics sessions which introduce them to GPC and 
develop the skill of segmenting needed for spelling and writing. 
While we do not specifically follow the CUSP structure used in Key Stage 1, our 
curriculum is carefully constructed to prepare children and ensure that there is 
cohesion and consistency with our approach through:
-Dedicated phonics sessions, employing tricky and high-frequency words
-Cooperative learning behaviours which develop oracy and interdependence.
-Children are encouraged to apply their phonics in independent and supported 
writing opportunities across the curriculum from letters, to recipes, labels, short 
stories, riddles and information reports



Our Overall English Offer 



EYFS







We  have formulated this document to show how writing develops from EYFS 
and how it continues and develops into the Year 1 curriculum. 

Early

Years

To Year

1 transition

in writing.  



Writing



The careful architecture of our curriculum ensures that pupils build on prior learning and 
maximise purposeful curriculum connections to become writers for life. During the year 
each year group covers a range of writing genres in weekly blocks. 





How does it align with Foundation subjects?
Some writing units are closely linked to a particular foundation subjects, 
these CUSP links enable children to have a reason for writing, as the 
knowledge has already been taught , which results in knowledge rich pieces 
from children. 

By linking with our foundation subjects, we believe there is 

• Better cohesion 

• Focus on vocabulary 

• Long term learning

• Quality modelling

• Improved subject knowledge 

• Depth teaching 

• Meaningful connections



Showing how we revisit genres and build 
on previous skills taught from earlier that 
year and previous years. 



An example of a writing block and how it revisits prior learning, builds on 
skills and gives opportunities to apply learnt skills. 



Vocabulary forms a key part of our wider curriculum. 

Subject specific Tier 2 and Tier 3 words are incorporated

in each module and pupils are encouraged to develop
their own ‘Vital Vocabulary’ lists along with dual coding 

to expand their foundation vocabulary repertoire.



Vocabulary



Vocabulary Acquisition Years 1-6 

For each year, any statutory content explicitly identified in the national programmes of study has is being 
taught, beyond this, a progressive curriculum of root words and idioms has been outlined. 

We ensure that content is introduced progressively and in a way that links specifically to the Unity Schools 
Partnership curriculum model. There is limited guidance in the National Curriculum about specific aspects 
of teaching. However, where there are key vocabulary components, these have been listed.

The focus of this vocabulary curriculum is on rich word meaning and developing a toolkit for pupils to 
continue the development of their language learning skills way beyond the classroom. The possibilities for 
which content to include are endless so decisions about what is included have been made based on the 
relevance to learning and wider life, links to the Unity curriculum model and the usefulness of each 
component or root in understanding other words.

Some components have multiple meanings and, where this is relevant, these have been included. The 
purpose is not to teach a disconnected series of components of words but to illustrate to pupils how 
teaching a single component can unlock many other words and phrases that they may encounter. Building 
a rich vocabulary takes time, exposure, systematic planning and creativity in forging links between what is 
familiar and what is not. 



Vocabulary 
modules are 
linked to 
foundation 
subjects and tier 
2 and 3 words 
are taught 
explicitly with 
children.



During our reading units, there is 
vocabulary to teach  and refer to 

on a daily basis.

During our writing 
units, there are tier 2 
and 3 vocabulary to 
introduce to children 
to help embed this 
within their writing. 



SPaG



Spelling is taught through twinkl phonics in Years Reception to Year 2. 
This is year 3 overview for the year.. 



Spelling is taught through twinkl phonics in Years Reception to Year 2. 
This is year 4 overview for the year.. 



Spelling is taught through twinkl phonics in Years Reception to Year 2. 
This is year 5 overview for the year.. 



Spelling is taught through twinkl phonics in Years Reception to Year 2. 
This is year 6 overview for the year.. 
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