
ENGLISH

IMPLEMENTATION

Writing and SPaG



English Implementation

At Barrow Primary we believe that a quality English curriculum should develop children’s love of reading and writing. We have an
ambitious, fulfilling and rewarding English curriculum that provides many purposeful opportunities for reading and writing.
Our English curriculum is taught using CUSP (Curriculum by  Unity Schools Partnership) resources and further information about the 
curriculum can be accessed at https://www.unity-curriculum.co.uk/clusp/.
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By following the CUSP approach with daily English teaching following a knowledge rich curriculum we 
at Barrow believe it offers:

• Better cohesion 
• Focus on vocabulary 
• Long term learning
• Quality modelling
• Improved subject knowledge
• Depth teaching 

• Meaningful connections
•Ensures depth, breadth and excellence in the diet for every pupil. 
•Provides teachers with the tools to do the job so that they can concentrate on teaching. 
•Create a shared identity built on evidence that works. 

Our curriculum is based on evidence to provide a rigorous and meaningful English curriculum to all 
children at Barrow Primary School . 

• It is rooted in cognitive Science principles of CUSP. 
•It has spaced practice for retention. 
•It is based on English Mastery (EEF)
•Allows children to develop prosody – Prof. Tim Rasinski & Herts for Learning impact study,
•Multi- faceted approach to vocabulary instruction
•Domain –led proportionate practice- test frameworks. 

https://www.unity-curriculum.co.uk/clusp/


Writing



Knowledge Organisers and Knowledge Notes

Accompanying each Writing genre is a Knowledge Organiser which contains key vocabulary, 

information and concepts which all  pupils are expected to understand and retain. Knowledge notes 

are the elaboration and detail to help pupils acquire the  content of each text type. They support 

vocabulary and concept acquisition through a well-structured sequence that is  cumulative. Each 

Knowledge Note begins with questions that link back to previous learning, focussing on key content  

to be learnt and understood. Knowledge Organisers and Knowledge Notes are dual coded to provide 

pupils with visual calls  to aid understanding and recall.

Knowledge Organisers and Knowledge notes are referenced throughout each unit and copies of 

the Knowledge  Organiser are sent home to families to support with home learning. In addition, 

pupils can access at home key learning  platforms that are used in school.
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For each writing style, we provide 
supportive model texts that 
highlight all the features needed for 
that style of writing. 

These ingredients for success are 
used for teacher and pupil self 
assessment at the end of a unit. As 
well as being a reference tool 
throughout the unit. 



How does it align with Foundation subjects?
Some writing units are closely linked to a particular 
foundation subjects, these CUSP links enable children to 
have a reason for writing, as the knowledge has already been 
taught , which results in knowledge rich pieces from children. 
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By linking with our foundation subjects, we believe there is 

• Better cohesion 
• Focus on vocabulary 
• Long term learning
• Quality modelling
• Improved subject knowledge 

• Depth teaching 
• Meaningful connections



This is an example of a planning template for writing. Each 
lesson starts with revisiting prior learning . skills and gives 
opportunities to apply learnt skills. 
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At the start of every writing unit, there is a expectation for 
what is going to be covered. It then gives an expectation for 
the end of the unit and what will be included within their 
writing. 
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We have a strategic writing tracker document for each year group. It 
clearly shows when different national curriculum objectives are being 
met and revisited during various fiction, non fiction and poetry units. 



SPaG 



SPaG is taught using a variety of different methods, 
apart from spelling, all the punctuation and grammar 
for the year is taught during reading and writing lessons. 

Additional Spelling is taught using resources such as 
Twinkl powerpoints, songs, using CUSP resources and 
through the teaching of vocabulary.

The next few pages show the SPaG that is taught over 
the year from years 1-6 through our English lessons. 
. 
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In Year 2 onwards at the 

end of writing units there 

is cumulative quizzing to 

assess the children’s 

understanding of 

features (SPaG) taught 

within that unit.















Spelling is taught using Twinkl spelling scheme.
Spelling is taught 3 times per week. (2x 15 
minute sessions and then a third session 
incorporated into writing lessons.)
Weekly spelling patterns are given during 
home learning to consolidate learning. 
Each year has a yearly overview for spellings 
with identified gaps revisited from previous 
years. 
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