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English – Curriculum Statement 

At Barrow Primary we believe that a quality English curriculum should develop 
children’s love of reading and writing. We have an ambitious, fulfilling and rewarding 
English curriculum that provides many purposeful opportunities for reading and 
writing.
Our English curriculum is taught using CUSP (Curriculum by  Unity Schools Partnership) 
resources and further information about the curriculum can be accessed at 
https://www.unity-curriculum.co.uk/clusp/
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Reading
Our CUSP Reading curriculum is deliberately designed to be ambitious 

and aspirational, ensuring that every child leaves our school as a 

competent, confident reader. Drawing on the latest research around 

explicit vocabulary instruction, reading fluency and key comprehension 

strategies, this curriculum is a synthesis of what we know works in 

helping children make outstanding progress in reading and a distillation 

into consistent, well-structured practice.

Pupils will receive a daily diet of excellent reading teaching and this will 

be supplemented by regular opportunities to engage with shared reading 

experiences, promoting the joy of reading with the whole school 

community. The clear structure and principles ensure that teaching is 

progressive, challenging and engaging and the rich, diverse literature 

spine acts as both a mirror so that every child can see themselves in the 

core texts and as a mirror to engage pupils with experiences beyond 

their own field of reference.



Early Years  

In EYFS, Reading is at the heart of our curriculum and our aim is to encourage a 
love of reading right from the start. In EYFS, we aim to expose children to a range 
of books that not only develop a love of reading, but have been specifically 
chosen to develop their oracy, vocabulary and comprehension.
Books will be embedded in our provision through activities, daily story sessions 
and on display for children to access independently. Through this, children begin 
to internalise new vocabulary, language patterns and begin to retell stories. While 
we do not specifically follow the CUSP structure used in Key Stage 1, our 
curriculum is carefully constructed to prepare children and ensure that there is 
cohesion and consistency with our approach through:
-The inclusion of high-quality texts which are age and stage appropriate modelled 
reading and re-telling opportunities across each session
-Structured comprehensions questions based on Blooms Taxonomy
-A focus on Tier 1, 2 and 3 Vocabulary
-Dedicated phonics sessions, employing tricky and high-frequency words
-Cooperative learning behaviours which develop oracy and interdependence.
-Children are encouraged to apply their phonics in independent and supported 
writing opportunities across the curriculum from letters, to recipes, short stories 
and information reports



Our Overall English Offer 



EYFS









We  have 
formulated this 
document to 
show how 
reading develops 
from EYFS and 
how it continues 
and develops 
into the Year 1 
curriculum. 







Phonics



There is a clear structure and sequence to the teaching of phonics. It is taught systematically in response to ongoing

assessments and the needs of individual children. Phonics teaching follows a six level programme, starting at EYFS

and continuing through KS1. A Phonics overview document is used consistently throughout EYFS and KS1, specifying

when children are taught each phase. Phonics sessions are taught daily through ‘Twinkl phonics’ which is a

systematic, synthetic phonics programme which meets the national curriculum expectations in grapheme- phoneme

correspondence and word reading. This ensures that systematic synthetic phonics is the prime approach to decoding

print. Children are encouraged to start learning phonic knowledge and skills early in reception, this ensures most

children exceed or meet the expected standard in the Year 1 phonics screening check.

Phonics lessons include opportunities for the children to revisit previous learning, as well as practice and apply new

learning. Our approach enables all pupils to learn how to decode words before they move on to develop fluency and

greater comprehension. For additional reinforcement and for those falling behind, we signpost parents to the

phonics classroom on Google Classroom which contains a series of phonics videos and lessons. Phonics websites are

also signposted which provide opportunities for reinforcement and model correct enunciation of sounds.

In Reception, children are assessed against Level  3 sounds, in Year 1 they are taught Level 5 and will be assessed as 
part of the National Phonics Screening Check (if a child does not pass the phonics screening check in Year 1, they will 
be given additional support in Year 2 and will be re-tested). Upon going in to Year 3 and beyond, if a child needs 
further support with their phonics, alternative provision will be provided. Year 2 pupils will receive phonics teaching 
but also lessons dedicated to spelling, punctuation and grammar. Following the DFE Reading Framework guidance 
additional phonics teaching is happening in KS1. Children are also taught to read tricky words and  common 
exception words by sight. 

We have robust assessment procedures to regularly check progress and identify pupils in need of intervention across 
EYFS, Key stage 1 and if needed Key stage 2. 

Phonics
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This shows how and 
where each level is 
taught from 
Reception to Year 2. 
Each year allows for a 
recap/consolidation 
in Autumn 1 .  



How Phonics is taught daily – Twinkl Phonics 

Our daily phonics lessons in EYFS and Key Stage One, all follow a similar structure

ensuring good consistency in teaching strategies across the school:

1. Revisit: Previously taught graphemes and phonemes/words are practised; the

teacher may use flashcards, ask the children to write the graphemes or whole words

on whiteboards/outside with chalk/in the air or play bingo to recap these.

2. Teach: A new phoneme, grapheme or spelling rule is introduced. Teachers

model the new phoneme/grapheme/word/rule and explain what the children need to

know.

3. Practise: The children will have a go at using the new

phoneme/grapheme/spelling rule. This part of the lesson should be as active as

possible and provide opportunities for children to talk about what they are learning.

It will provide many opportunities for the children to practice their blending and

segmenting skills.

4. Apply and assess: Children will be given an opportunity to demonstrate whether

or not they have understood what they have been taught; they may have to use

what they have learnt to read a caption/sentence/question or write a word/sentence

down (dictation)



















Reading



Teaching timetable for reading 

In key stage 1 children have 2 reading lessons a week (Each unit is based on 4 lessons, so split over 2 weeks.) 

Some are linked to a writing lesson or a foundation subject, others are stand alone. 

The first two days in a unit are for summarising, predicting, retrieval and sequencing. 

The first two days on the second week are for inference and personal responses.

All are taught in sequence and build on previous learning. 

Alongside English is a 20 minute daily phonic lesson for all Key stage 1. (Phonics/ grammar for Year2)

In Key stage 2 children have a reading 
and writing lesson daily, as with Key 
stage 1 some are linked to a foundation 
subjects.  The lesson are taught in 
sequence, building on from previous 
learning. 

KS1 Day 1 Day 2 Day 1 Day 2

Week 1 -Reading fluency
-Explicit 
vocabulary 
instruction
-Summarising/ 
predicting 

-Reading fluency
-Explicit 
vocabulary 
instruction
-Retrieval 
sequencing 

Week 2 -Reading fluency
-Explicit 
vocabulary 
instruction
-Inference 

-Reading fluency
-Explicit vocabulary 
instruction
-Personal response/ 
understanding themes. 

Daily Phonics Teaching 



Each lesson is underpinned by:

And supported by;
- Weekly learning sequences
• Pre-coded proportionate questions 
• High-quality extracts
• Diverse and ambitious literature spine
• Response frameworks



These texts have been mapped carefully to ensure a breadth of experiences, authors, texts 

and themes is addressed across the Primary years. In addition to these texts, there are core 

poems that each year group will study in detail.



Our texts have been carefully selected to cover 

a range of themes to give children a window 

beyond their own world.



Our texts have been carefully selected to cover a 
range of themes to give children a window 
beyond their own world.
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