Summer Term I 2021

the Barrow Bulletin
Inside news…
Welcome back, Miss Baker!

Science Y3

We will finally complete the planned expansion of the school
to a full primary this September, with the addition of a Year
6 class. This has meant that we have needed to recruit
another teacher to our existing team. We are absolutely
delighted to announce that Miss Baker will be joining us in
September and will be our new Year 3 teacher; Mr Hale will
be moving to Year 5.
Miss Baker is by no means new to the school as she trained
with Mr Hale in Year 3 during the Autumn Term. Miss Baker
is now an Early Career Teacher having successfully finished
her training at Copdock Primary School. She is an outstanding young teacher and we
are absolutely thrilled to be welcoming her back later this term as she spends time in
school getting to know her new class and settling back in.
We have planned a whole school transition day for early July where all children will
have the chance to spend the day with their new teaching teams. Further details will
follow for parents after half term.

Our Library is Ready to Launch!
After a just a few weeks of incredible work by
both the staff and a dedicated team of
volunteers, our new library is almost ready to
open! Amazingly, several thousand books now
have been carefully sorted and catalogued onto
our new digital system over this short period
of time.
With new rugs, cushions and some great
displays, our wonderful Mrs Dean (along with
Mrs Corsi) has led the way on creating a
well-organised and inviting space for the
children of Barrow School to enjoy and
celebrate reading. A special thank you FoBs
for funding this transformation and to Mrs
Farnaby, Mrs Fisk and Mrs Wager who have
spent many hours scanning and sorting our book stock.
During our ‘Library Launch Week’ after half term, we are very much hoping that our
families will take part in the sponsored read Mrs Dean has already written to you
all about. Sponsorship forms have been sent home this week. We would really
welcome and encourage as many of you to take part as possible to enable us to add
some new books to further enhance this super library provision.

Design & Technology Y5

Traders & Raiders - Year 4
Year 4 have enjoyed a half term learning all about
'Traders and Raiders', looking at the invasions of
Britain by, first, the Angles, Saxons and Jutes and
then by the Vikings. The children have written
some amazing newspaper reports about Saxon
raiders and created epic Viking mini sagas using
no more than 50 words.
In our history sessions we have learned how
seven kingdoms of the Anglo Saxons were
created until the Vikings invaded and took all but
Wessex, where Alfred the Great finally defeated
them. We have created some excellent art
pieces, including embossed jewellery based on
Anglo Saxon designs.
Mr Keefe

Animal Magic in Year 1

Top Tips on Reading

Year 1 have had a fantastic time working through
our topic called Paws, Claws and Whiskers. All
of the children have gained a superb amount of
knowledge and understanding about categories
of animals, such as mammal, amphibians and
invertebrates to name a few. We now know that
we can group all animals into carnivores,
herbivores or omnivores which was very handy
information for our
zoo trip this week.

We know that reading regularly with your
child can make a massive difference to their
progress. We also know it isn’t always easy
for families to fit this in day-to-day. Here are
some easy ways you can make reading part
of every day:
1. Don’t worry about how long you read
for. Every minute spent really makes a
bigger difference than you realise!

We were so excited to venture out to
Banham Zoo for our very first trip on a coach
as 6 year olds (and nearly 6's). We were so
lucky as we had two different zoo keepers
talk to us about their animals in a private
question and answer session. We learned
that Mishka, the new tiger to Banham, had
beef for her breakfast and Quin the kestrel
can fly to speeds of
up to 70mph. Mrs
Johnson and I
would like to thank
you for all of your
hard work on the
home
learning
presentation task
this week - they
were fantastic.
Mrs Woodland

2. Don’t worry about what your child is
reading: recipes, cereal packets, catalogues, leaflets…it’s all useful. Keep
books and other reading materials at
hand.
3. Reading to children of all ages is helpful. If your child isn’t yet reading by
themselves or even if they’re a fluent
reader, don’t forget to read with them .
4. Ask lots of questions: who, what,
where, when and why and ask them to
summarise when you’ve finished.
When you see your child reading, praise
them: “I love to see you reading.” Remember
to have fun with reading! Allow your child to
choose what they read and enjoy it together.

Land Ahoy, Year 2!
We could not be more proud of the way the children have coped with this half term;
an unexpected 10 days at home didn't stop the children immersing themselves in
the topic 'Land Ahoy.'
The half term started with a fantastic morning in the pool, where the children tested
out their boats and became pirates in our own class dingy! They decided being a
pirate looked fun, but school was better!
We have seen some amazing writing with our
non-chronological reports on pirates, where the
children spent two weeks writing and editing
their reports using a sentence stacking approach.
The children also produced some high quality diaries based on the book
‘Lighthouse Keepers Lunch’ and became Mr Grinling for the week. During our
lighthouse week the children designed and made their own working lighthouses
as part of their DT lessons.
In our History lessons the children enjoyed learning all about Captain Cook and the
countries he discovered that people still visit today. The children then worked on
their own treasure maps and made their own keys and directions to be an explorer
just like he was. The topic was rounded off with an online performance of 'Treasure
Island' which was enjoyed by all the children and adults alike.
Mrs Dean & Mrs Rance

Reception Roundup
Reception have thoroughly enjoyed our seaside topic of 'What
lives in a rockpool?'. The children have been fascinated to learn
about different sea creatures. We particularly enjoyed learning
about whales; the largest mammal in the world! We learnt that
they can have tongues as heavy as elephants and hearts the size
of cars! We have also thought about how we can help save our
planet from plastic pollution and why the sea is salty.
We had lots of fun experimenting floating and sinking as well as
having a sea-themed story each week; our seaside stories
captured our imaginations being mermaids and pirates! It has
been lovely to explore information books as well as story books and we have been learning how to find information
using index pages in alphabetical order.
We are very proud of Reception this half term as they
have worked incredibly hard, as well as having a period
of learning remotely at home again. They also
experienced their first trip out of school this half term,
visiting Barrow church, to look at the stained-glass
windows. See if you can spot our own stained glass
windows in the Reception class window next time you
are in school…
Miss Fairweather & Mrs Smith

Stargazing in Year 5
This half term, Year 5 have been immersing themselves in
their Star Gazers topic and therefore we have been looking
at everything to do with space.
The children have been reading the book ‘Cosmic’ by Frank
Cottrell-Boyce, which has had us all in stitches of laughter.
Year 5 have produced some beautiful pieces of writing in
English, including a biography on the incredible Katherine
Johnson.
Our Star Gazers topic has seen us explore: the planets in our
solar system; the causes of day and night; the reasons for
the seasons and how the appearance of the moon changes
during a lunar month. Learning about the moon phases was
a particular highlight for the Year 5 class, as they got to use
Oreos to represent each moon phase (and of course got to
eat all of their hard work afterwards).
Design and Technology is always a popular subject with the
children and this unit on producing a planet CAM toy has
had the children engaged and using their creative skills.
The allotment is flourishing and we hope that over the next
few months we will continue to see our produce grow and
thrive. It has been wonderful for our Year 5 children to see
the process through from start to finish and have a better
understanding of the work that goes in to growing our food.
Miss Burchell

Predators! - Year 3
Year 3 have made a
tremendous start to the
Summer Term through
their latest whole class
topic ‘Predators!’ This
science-led topic has seen
the pupils develop their
understanding of biology
through
animal
behaviour, diet and
habitat.
The
class
developed
their
understanding of food
chains in a variety of
different eco-systems throughout the world through
scientific vocabulary such as ‘producers’ , ‘consumers’
and ‘decomposers’. We had a great time identifying
the first predators to walk the earth whilst at the same
time learning about the fossilisation process. We
studied different types of predatory plants and even
designed our own hybrids! The class had a great time
learning the main bones in the human body and even
applied this new knowledge to different animal
skeletons. The pupils rounded off their topic learning
with a closer inspection of animal diets; dissecting
barn owl pellets and identifying a range of rodent
bones much to their disgust!
This topic provided an excellent platform to create
some awesome pieces of writing; building our stamina
for writing through formal letters trying to persuade
local MP’s to reintroduce the Eurasian Lynx to
Thetford forest and Haiku poetry on different birds of
prey. We even developed our research and
presentation skills and shared our knowledge with our
friends in Year 1 to support them in their topic ‘Paws,
claws and whiskers!’
In maths, the class are currently half way through a
quite lengthy unit of fractions, ensuring we mastered
any missed Year 2 learning from last year’s lockdown
before getting to grips with
more tricky Key Stage 2
concepts. The pupils have
shown a superb attitude to
their maths learning in recent
weeks and have even begun to
make some great links
between
fractions
and
decimals!
Mr Hale

Premier Sport Extra Curricular
Clubs - Summer Term II

June
7�� Start of half term
22ⁿ� Year 2 trip to Lackford Lakes

Football
Year groups: 3-5
Time: 3:30-4:30pm
Price: 6 wks @ £27
Dates: 8th June - 13th Jul
Football booking link:
https://www.premiereducation.com/parents/venue/courses/5867691578/?back=1&location=risby

July
2ⁿ� Barrow’s Got Talent
7�� Sports Day & picnic from 12pm ***
9�� Whole school transition day
15 �� Summer Show & family picnic - from 5pm ***
19�� Whole School trip to Felixstowe beach ***

Archery
Year groups: 3-5
Time: 3:30-4:30pm
Price: 6 wks @ £27
Dates: 9th June - 14th Jul
Archery booking link:
https://www.premiereducation.com/parents/venue/courses/5867691580/?back=1&location=risby
Multi Skills
Year groups: 1-2
Time: 3:30-4:30pm
Price: 6 wks @ £27
Dates: 11th June - 16th Jul
Multi Skills booking link:
https://www.premiereducation.com/parents/venue/courses/5867-691584/

20�� End of Term Church Service - 9.45am ***

*** provisional dates only

Attendance Update
Our whole school attendance this half term was an
amazing 98% which is significantly higher than the
current national average of 94%.
Thank you to everyone for helping to support our
aim for excellent attendance from everyone
throughout the year!

Half Term Contact Tracing

https://www.premiereducation.com/parents/venue/courses/5867/?school=Barr
ow%20Primary

Schools continue to play an important role in contact
tracing for pupils and staff. Where pupils or staff test
positive for COVID-19 during half term, having
developed symptoms more than 2 days since being in
school, no action is needed. Parents and carers should
follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS
Test and Trace.

Please do not hesitate to contact David Butler our
operations manager at dbutler@premier-education.com if
you have any questions.

Where a pupil tests positive having developed
symptoms within 2 days of being in school, please
contact us via email at:

Overview of all clubs booking link:

We look forward to seeing you.
Kind regards
Premier West Suffolk & Essex

covidcontact@barrowcevcprimaryschool.co.uk
This email address will be checked regularly throughout
the day and a member of the school leadership team
will contact you. Please leave a contact telephone
number. We would also encourage you to feel free to
use the emergency Covid contact email address above
at any time if you require any further help or
information. This email address will continue to be
monitored regularly outside of the initial 2 day contact
tracing period.

