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Whole School Notices
● School Photographs - a photographer will be in school on Friday morning to take individual photos.  Unfortunately,

we are unable to accommodate family groups and sibling photos this year.

● Warm Clothing in School - as we are currently increasingly ventilation in all classrooms as part of our Covid risk
assessment, the windows are now open throughout the day.  Please ensure that your child is warmly dressed for
sitting in class with a jumper and fleece to hand if necessary.

● Home School Agreements - please return your signed agreements to school as soon as possible.   Thank you.

● Online Safety Survey - Thank you to everyone who has completed our survey so far.  Your feedback is important to
us so please try to find time to complete the questionnaire if you haven’t already done so.

● PD Day Reminder - please note that school will be closed for staff training on Monday, 2nd November.

Promoting Active Travel - Scoot Fit Day!
We would like to encourage as many families as possible to walk, scoot or cycle to school as part of our Active Travel
Policy to promote environmentally friendly school runs and well being.  In support of this the whole school will be
taking part in a Scoot Fit experience day on Wednesday, 14th October.

Scoot Fit are the No1 nationwide professional scooting company bringing scooting to schools.  They will be with us for
the whole day next Wednesday providing sessions covering Reception to Year 5. Scoot Fit bring all the equipment
required, lay out a track with low level ramps which the children scoot around whilst listening to music.  We very much
hope that this will help our children become confident and competent on a scooter which can then be used as a form
of fitness and active travel, helping build a community of fit, strong and healthy children.

All children will need to have an outdoor PE kit and trainers in school to change into (including tracksuit or jogging
bottoms) and a coat suitable for the weather on the day.  The school are subsidising the cost of the day, but we
would be grateful for a donation of £2 from each child, payable through ParentMail, to help with the costs of
providing this unique and exciting opportunity in school.  Thank you for your support.

Attendance Update
We have seen our best week of the half term so far for attendance in school.  Well done everyone and keep it up!
Well done to Year 3 who are our NIMO winners this week - not in miss out!

Reception 98.70% Year 3 99.30%

Year 1 98.20% Year 4 98.90%

Year 2 97% Year 5 98.70%



Home Learning Reminder

Swimming Arrangements
We are delighted that the children at Barrow are able to enjoy the benefit of swimming lessons as part of our PE
provision through access to our very own on-site pool.  For the academic year 2020/21, all classes will once again have
a weekly swimming lesson across the remaining half terms of the year.  This spread across the year will allow teachers
to cover all of the PE requirements in a very broad curriculum.

Your child will swim in their class bubble with staggered use of the changing facilities during each session.  They will
need to have a suitable swimming kit in school, along with their usual PE kit, in the half term that they are scheduled
to swim. For girls this will be a one-piece swimsuit and for boys, swimming trunks or swimming shorts.  All children
are required to wear a swimming cap.  Googles may also be used but these are not essential. Swimming kit and towels
will need to be clearly named and supplied in a separate bag.

Classes will swim as follows throughout the year.  Your child’s teacher will confirm which day of the week the class
will swim via Google Classroom before half term:

As is the case every year, to help with running costs of the pool, we are requesting a contribution of £15 per child
and £10 per additional sibling. The significant costs associated with cleaning, heating and the chemicals required to
make the pool safe and usable are also supplemented by the income from the additional lettings that we have.  We
very much hope that you will agree that this represents tremendous value for money for such an excellent resource
over the course of the year. The children always look forward swimming and we are pleased that, with the support
of our families, we can continue to offer this additional learning opportunity. Please make your contribution online
via ParentPay.

In light of the successes of our Google Classroom platform, all year groups, Recep-
tion to Year 5, will now be set their home learning on their Google Classroom class
page. Please see Mrs Smith’s letter of 18th September about home learning for
further details.

As a quick reminder, class teacher will set a new home learning challenge on Fridays and it is expected that home
learning is ‘turned in’ no later than the following or subsequent Friday (year group dependent). It is important that
children submit evidence of their home learning when they ‘turn in’ their work, meaning they add an attachment or
upload their work for example. Children will no longer have a home learning book that is passed to and from home
and school. Your child’s home learning will still be marked weekly by their class teacher, this will be done in ‘private
comments’ on Google Classroom, much like during lockdown.

Home learning is a really important extension of our classroom learning. It helps to cement the ideas that children
learn at school, helping things to sink in further and expanding their knowledge.  As parents, you can play an
important role in your child’s education by encouraging a healthy attitude to home learning right from the start of
their school years. Rather than focusing on the negatives (having to sit down and work when they want to go out and
play) try and help children see that home learning can be fun!


